
Teaching 
Qur’an 

A simple guide to

علموا ولا تعنفوا فإن المعلم خير من المعنف

“Teach and do not rebuke, for most
definitely the teacher is better than
one who rebukes”
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Teaching with Tawseel 

In Surah Qasas Allah brings this meaningful word to us.  Speaking to
   the Holy Prophet (s) Allah Ta’ala says

ولقد وصلنا لهم القول لعلهم يتذكرون
“Verily we have caused the word to reach them so that they

may take heed. “

Respected Teachers of Deen, it is humbling to see the beautiful messages and feedback from teachers around the
world. Each one of us, in some way, is connected through this magnificent kalaam of Allah and our desire to perfect
it.
The perfection of recitation of the Qur’an stems from the three T’s of Qira’ah.

    Tarteel 
    Tadabbur
    Tajweed

Without teaching this hand in hand, the learner is left with a gaping hole in one of the three. Either he is focused on
the beauty of the sound but does not pull and pronounce each word individually. Or he makes tarteel, yet he does
not ponder over the meaning. In order to bring all three of these components into our teaching, we have to
incorporate the basic tool of Tawseel. 
The Ulema have explained that the word وصلنا comes from the word توصيل which means to strengthen a rope with
strands.

Let us picture this for a moment…

Should we want to tie a tight strong rope, with the intention of making it firm, we would keep strengthening slowly
and going back repeatedly to tighten any loose strings that may have broken free. Constantly you are tying new
knots, but you keep going back and checking the strength and the firmness. You do this tirelessly because your
focus is the end product. You don’t tire and don’t become angry because you know that the objective is to keep
the strength and to assist in any area that there may be weakness. You are aware that a weakness in one small area
will definitely affect the strength of the rope. Therefore, you focus is on the tiny hairs and knots as well as the
actual rope itself.

This beautiful parable is brought to us in Surah Qasas to explain the mannerisms of the Prophets. The way they
took the word of Allah to the people. They kept going back, time and time again with all their faith in Allah and
knowing full well that they could not grant Hidaya, they repeatedly go back even after being turned away.

Similarly, is the work of a teacher of the kalaam of Allah. Whether it be in Part one, or Part Two or Qura’an or Hifz or
even Mushq. Your duty is to look at your students like that rope and their mistakes are those tiny strands that
keep coming loose. Learners cannot be taught Tajweed at one level of their lives and be expected to remember it
for the rest of his or her life. They need to be gently but firmly inculcated into his/her life until the understanding
of the rule, the way it is recited and the Huroof are firmly engrained in the learner. As a mother continuously
reminds her own children to eat with their right hand constantly, so too should the manner of teaching Quran be
inculcated into your students.
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Applying Tawseel to the
classroom

1.  Build your ahkaam that you have covered. On your board or on the wall in front of the classroom, keep a
chart with each rule of tajweed as it is completed. For example, in grade one the learner is learning the
different Arabic Alphabets therefore he has to learn the basic Huroof Isti’laah. He might be too small to
remember the name of the rule, but he can definitely memorize them with a chart on the wall in front of him.
This then assists the student to understand that these letters are different and have to be full. Like this as the
learner proceeds to learn other rules add them to your box of completed rules and then at the beginning of
every lesson revise the rule.
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Applying Tawseel to the
classroom

3. Use instant recall to keep asking each learner, rapidly ask them questions. How long is the sound of the
ghunna? What are the letters of ghunna? What does ghunna mean etc.

4.  Now as you build more rules, keep building and adding to your magnificent structure but don’t forget to
reinforce your foundation. Keep going back to your past rules and keep drilling the letters and the rules. This
allows for us to break the traditional method of teaching tajweed separately and becoming frustrated when
the learners are unable to recall their rules.
5. Continue building their rules with Tarteel, and then each day you will begin from the first rule and reinforce
over and over again. Remember when one drives a car, the rules of the road cannot remain in a book
somewhere. They have to be incorporated into his driving, as the learner drives, he keeps these rules in his
mind. Simarly in teaching Quraan, the rule has to be linked and gently built up until all the rules are now
understood and memorized and lastly incorporated into recitation.
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Understanding
Tarteel 

Connecting the heart , mind and soul in
recitation 

In trying to achieve this level of tadabbur our primary step is to
understand and implement tarteel in our recitation.

Allah says in the Qur’an:

ورتل القرآن ترتيلا

Here Allah’s command comes with the word tarteel, and we
commonly yet mistakenly understand this to mean tajweed,

whilst this colloquial word tajweed is not found in the Qur’an.
The meaning of tajweed is to beautify something and according
to the ulema of qira’ah every rule that beautifies the recitation

of the Qur’an is regarded as tajweed – such as the ghunnah,
idgham, ikfaa, izhaar, iqlaab etc.To not recite with tajweed is

Makrooh and from amongst the minor sins, yet in direct
contrast to this, should we not recite with tarteel we are

.rendering a major sin, and this is haraam
So, what does tarteel mean? The meaning of tarteel by some

:scholars are
إخراج الكلمة من المخ إلى اللسان بحيث يفهم القلب

To pronounce the words in such a way that you remove the word
from your mind and attach it to the tongue in such a manner

.that it creates an effect upon the heart
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Understanding
Tarteel 

Connecting the heart , mind and soul in
recitation 

The only five errors that fall under tarteel are:
1.  To remove a letter from the Qur’an (this is common when

students do not read the Madd Asli correctly)
2.  To add a letter to the Qur’an (when learners pull for too long)
3.  To change one letter in place of another letter (commonly our

learners say alif in place of pain or ح in place of ه)
4.  To change a harakah in place of another harakah

5.  To change a harakah to sukoon or vice versa.

In a normal classroom we tend to think that these mistakes are
the smallest of all. We will correct a learner if he or she does
not read a ghunnah which is correct, however if one of these

mistakes are made, we tend to keep overlooking it. This then
makes the quality of the reading fall, and the child does not get

affected by the recitation.
1.  So, the first step in tarteel is to check how well is the Madd
Asli being recited. Using the shahadah finger, the student and

the Apa, should together raise the finger to count out the Madd
Asli. 

For example, in the tasmiya
باسم الله الرحمان الرحيم

The word الله will be pulled, the ما of رحمان will be pulled and the حي

of رحيم will be pulled. This immediately slows the learner down
and allows the learner to focus on the meaning. As a teacher

keep using your shahadah finger and encourage them to do the
same. By doing it together you will be able to notice if they are

not pulling it completely to the full amount.
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Understanding
Tarteel 
The effect of Tarteel on the heart 

To understand why this has an effect, if we look at the Quraa in the Haramain. Subhaanallah,
whenever we listen to them, we are deeply affected by their recitation even if it be a short surah. A
surah like suratul fatiha can be read for up to three to five minutes, subhaanallah. This is because

the Quraa take out each word and read it in completion to its full حق.

Abu Hamza Sani رحمة الله عليه said to Abdullah ibn Abbas رضي الله عنه:

اني سريع القراءة اني اقرأ القرآن في ثلاث

.I am very fast in the recitation of the Qur’an, I recite the entire Qur’an in three days

:To which Abdullah ibn Abbas replied
لان اقرأ البقرة في ليلة فاتدبرها وارتلها احب الي من أن اقرأ كما تقول

That I recite Surah Baqarah in one night and I ponder over it and recite with tarteel is more beloved
.to me than reciting as you have said

The second focus is to look at each word in the ayah of the surah as individual words. Sometimes .2
when teaching we tend to focus on an entire Ayah at one time. Taking the whole ayah or a major

part of it diminishes the individual meaning and manner of recitation. Do not forget that the
sahabah were asked what doee

يتلونه حق تلاوته
Reciting the Qur’an to its haqq mean? To which they replied

يعملون به حق عمله

”To act upon it to the right of its amal“
So, the very basis of the recitation of Qur’an is to focus on what the learner will now bring into

his or her life. Either there is a fard to fulfil, or haram to abstain from, or a hikmah or a beautiful
.nasiha. There is something the learner has to take back with him

Let us look at for example, the verse
انا اعطيناك الكوثر

Allah سبحانه وتعالى used many different ways to bring emphasis to this ayah. Allah could have said لقد
verily we have given you kauthar, He could have brought the same meaning with so many اعطيناك

to inculcate the meaning of the Royal WE. Allah is one but he says we انا different words. But he chose
to show His greatness His might. Look at the ghunnah that is placed, the Madd Asli and the Madd

munfasil all to bring such majesty to the recitation of this royal WE. Allah is speaking to Nabi صلى
as the people are mocking him and calling him abtar. Allah grants him the comfort that الله عليه وسلم
We are with you, we will grant you so much more, all the power and greatness of Allah is with you.

So, the teacher as you are teaching, your focus is on each word and not the entire ayah. When Allah
and the teacher explains the majestic favour of Allah, the type of water that one never الكوثر says

thirsts thereafter, that is sufficient for such a large ummah, that is so brilliant and so tasty. Then
can He not انا the teacher now attaches the entire Ayah with the focus being that this Allah who is

?bring such a marvellous miracle

:said رضي الله عنه Abdullah ibn Masood

كنا صدر هاذه الأمة وكان الرجل من خيار أصحاب رسول الله صلى الله عليه وسلم ما معه إلا سورة من القرآن او ما شبه ذالك وكان القرآن ثقيلا عليهم
ورزقوا العمل به
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Teaching
Part One 
The division of the kitaab

How the kitaab is taught

1.1.The kitaab is divided into three main parts
1.2.Lesson 1 to 10 
Which focuses on the recognition of the dots of each letter and
recognition of huroof and the hurooful ist’laa
1.3.Lesson 11 to 19
Which focuses on the different forms of the letters and how they
change when joining and the stubborn letters. 
1.4.Lesson 20 – 38
 Which focuses on the sukoon and the rule of qalqalah. 

1.1.The 38 lessons of the kitaab is divided over the 40 weeks of teaching in the year. 
1.2.Only one lesson is done per week.
1.3.The lesson is often 10 to 12 lines. 
1.4.These are divided over the week with about two to three lines a day. 
1.5.This page is completed by Friday and then testing is to be done on a Friday by the principal to evaluate if they are fluent and the
pronunciation is correct. 
1.6.The teacher does not rush through the page because the focus is that the child is confident and does not have to think when
recognizing the letters. 
1.7.When teaching, the ustadh is at the board and repeats the sabaq with the line divided into three letters/blocks at a time. 
1.8.The teacher repeats for about five or six times, checking her pronunciation and if the learners are looking at the board. Thereafter to
ensure they are NOT MEMORIZING and are actually recognizing, the ustaadh calls them the board and makes the learner now be the
“ustaadh” and repeat it as the teacher has done. 
1.9.The next day the Ustadh begins with the first three lines of Monday and then continues to the added three lines of Tuesday and so on
for the rest of the week. 
1.10.This assists if any learner is absent, due to the sabaq being done daily on that same page ,at whichever day he comes to class he is
getting taught the previous sabaq. 
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Teaching
Part One 
Division of Qur’an time 
1.1.There is 45minutes allocated for Quraan. The teacher has to use this
entire time in an effective manner to ensure that the learner is gaining
maximum benefit. 
1.2.The teacher begins her lesson with the intentions for recitation of
Quraan, and thereafter a virtue on the recitation of Quraan. If possible
maybe to do a short story/targheeb on the beauty of the Quraan.
Thereafter the first fifteen minutes is dedicated to revision. If the
learners are on lesson 15, then revision from page one needs to be done.
The learners will all sit and one learner recites the first three letters
and the remaining learners repeat after him. The next student begins
with the next line and all repeat. If the Ustaaz has more than one group
in class, please check the muzaakirah on multiple class teaching. Revision
is only done for 15 minutes, the learner cannot do more than this. If they
have completed five pages then the next day revision will continue
from the point that they reached with the objective of completing a
round of revision until their sabaq. 
1.3.Thereafter the Ustaadh will now begin with the daily sabaq as
explained above , for fifteen minutes. 
1.4.Finally the Ustaadh gives the entire class some kind of work, either
worksheets or coloring or Arabic writing whilst he or she calls each
pupil and listens individually to each learner’s daily sabaq. 
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Teaching Part Two 
How is the Kitaab divided 
1.1.  The focus of the part two is how to assist the student in becoming fluent in the recitation of Quraan
with the correct ahkaam of tajweed. 
1.2.  Lesson 1 – 5 
Which focuses on the rule of madd Asli and the Hurooful leeniyah. Here the teacher is focused on the
learner’s correct pronunciation without pulling in the wrong places. These five lessons are the most
important of this kitaab as this rule falls in the Lahn Jali – the major errors. These errors are major errors
and fall in the bracket of haaram.Ensure the student memorizes the huroof and show them how to pull upto
one alif/harakatein with the opening of a closed finger.
1.3.  Lesson 6 – 7 
The second three vowel sounds of tanween are being taught. Here there must be focus on fluency without
any dragging of the letters. 
1.4.  Lesson 8 – 9 
The third vowel sounds of the alief mamdoodah , yaa mamdoodah and waaw mamdoodah are being
taught. Explain to the learner that the pulling is the same as the madd Asli. 
1.5.  Lesson 10 – 11
Which focuses on the Madd Munfasil and Muttasil. Do not go into details regarding the way we identify
the madd through the Hamza. Here the focus is to get the student to understand that there is a difference
between the bigger and the smaller maddah and the pulling amount. The teacher will make the students
use their fingers repeatedly to count out the maddah.

1.6.  Lesson 12 – 13 
Which focuses on the humzatul wasl – the silent alif (also silent waaw or yaa at times). 
1.7.  Lesson 14 – 17 
Which focuses on the rule of tashdeed and ghunnah. Allow the learners to memorize the letters of ghunnah
and then make them color it or mark it in the part two kitaab to see the difference. 
1.8.  Lesson 18 – 19 
Which focuses on the tashdeed with the hamzatul wasl and alif laam lita’rief. 
1.9.  Lesson 20 – 21
Which focuses the rule of idghaam. Ensure that the learners memorize the letters of idghaam and are able
to understand the rule before teaching the lesson. Other rules covered are the lesson of laam in the word
of Allah and the joining of noon qutniya.
1.10.      Lesson 22 – 23 
Which focuses on the lesson of the maddah with the tashdeed attached to the letter after it. 
The second rule is the letter alief with a circle on it and those words that are recited in a specific way in
the Qura’an.
1.11.      Lesson 24 
Which focuses on the Hurooful Muqatta’aat 
1.12.      Lesson 25 – 28 
Which focuses on qalb , how to make waqf , signs of waqf and where to make waqf or continue. 
1.13.      Lesson 29 – 32
Which focuses on fluency of recitation with encompassing all the rules that have been learnt.
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Teaching Part Two 
How is the Kitaab taught?

2.1. The 32 lessons of the kitaab is divided over the 40 weeks of teaching in the year.

2.2. Only one lesson is done per week.

2.3. The lesson is often 10 to 12 lines.

2.4. These are divided over the week with about two to three lines a day.

2.5.
This page is completed by Friday and then testing is to be done on a Friday by the

principal to evaluate if they are fluent and the pronunciation is correct.

2.6.
The ustaadh does not rush through the page because the focus is that the child

is confident and does not have to think when recognizing the letters.

2.7.

When teaching, the ustaadh is at the board and firstly explains the rule that is
being focused on in that lesson. She/he explains the concepts with examples at
the board and once the students understand the rule, the ustaadh repeats the

sabaq slowly and clearly two blocks at a time and the entire class repeats
behind the ustaadh.

2.8.

The teacher repeats for about five or six times, checking her pronunciation and
if the learners are looking at the board. Thereafter to ensure they are not

memorizing and are actually recognizing the ustaz calls them the board and
makes the learner now be the “ustaadh” and repeat it as the teacher has done.
This can be done a few times by different learners until the Ustaadh feels the

learners understand and can recognize it well.

2.9.
The next day the Ustadh begins with the first three lines of Monday and then

continues to the added three lines of Tuesday and so on for the rest of the week.

2.10.
This assists if any learner is absent, due to the sabaq being done daily on that

same page , at whichever day he comes to class he is getting taught the previous
sabaq.
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Teaching Part Two 
How is the teaching time divided ?

3.1. There is 45minutes allocated for Quraan. The teacher has to use
this entire time in an effective manner to ensure that the learner

is gaining maximum benefit.
3.2.  The teacher begins her lesson with the intentions for

recitation of Quraan, and thereafter a virtue on the recitation of
Quraan. 

3.3.  If possible maybe to do a short story/targheeb on the beauty
of the Quraan. (if time permits)

3.4. Thereafter the first fifteen minutes is dedicated to revision. If
the learners are on lesson 15, then revision from page one needs
to be done. The learners will all sit and one learner recites the
first three letters and the remaining learners repeat after him.
The next student begins with the next line and all repeat. If the

Ustaadh has more than one group in class, please check the
muzaakirah on multiple class teaching.

3.5. Revision is only done for 15 minutes, the learner cannot do
more than this. If they have completed five pages then the next day
revision will continue from the point that they reached with the

objective of completing a round of revision until their sabaq. 
3.6. Thereafter the Ustaadh teaches the daily sabaq for fifteen

minutes as explained above. 
3.7. the Ustaadh has now completed the revision and daily sabaq ,

he now keeps the class busy with either coloring for smaller
grades or worsksheets on the hukm covered or an activity etc.

Whilst they are busy the Ustaadh now calls the students
individually or in groups of twos and listens to and marks the

individual sabaq in the kitaab. 
3.8. Weak learners or those with high absenteeism can be focused

on in this time as well.
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GENERAL  RULES 
IN TEACHING QUR’AN

1.The Ustaadh should continuously teach the students the ta’awuz
and tasmiya in a correct manner even if they are in grade five or
six. Daily the Ustaadh should focus on the pronunciation and the
correct pulling. 
2.Explain to the learners to begin with “Haadha kalaamu Rabbi” this
is the kalaam of my Allah. The Ustaadh himself shows intense love
for the Quraan and this transfers to the student’s bi iznillah.
3.Always CHECK YOUR OWN PRONUNCIATION when teaching. Focus
should be heavily on the hurooful Isti’laa in every lesson as well
as the difference between non isti’laa letters. 
4.The ustaadh has to always pronounce in a loud and clear voice
and the learners must repeat in a loud and clear voice. 
5.The ustaadh must always be listening to the pupil and watching
their mouths for correct pronunciation. 
6.The pupil must be trained to use the shahada finger of the right
hand beneath each letter. This is to indicate which letter is being
read and assists the Ustaadh to see who is following along and
which learner is just memorizing the words without paying
attention. 
7.Revision should be done in a complete cycle from the beginning
of the kitaab until the sabaq daily , with each learner getting a
chance to recite and the rest of the class to follow along behind. 
8.Lessons must be written on the board daily. 
The ustaadh should read with mubaalagha in his recital so that
learners have a complete understanding. He should recite at 200%
so that learners walk away with 100% of understanding. If he
teaches only at a 100% the learner only gains 50%. Therefore the
sounds of ghunnah or tafhkeem etc should be exaggerated so that
the learner takes a solid understanding into their lives. 

TAKING CARE WHEN TEACHING 
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1.
The talibul ilm begins  the recitation of the Holy Qur’aan at the

beginning of grade three.

2.

According to our new syllabus the learners have to complete the entire
of Juz amma and Juz Tabaarak for the entire year. The surahs in these

paras are short which allows the pupil to feel motivated in completing
a surah.

3.
The ahkaam covered here also covers a whole variety of ahkaam and

allows the Ustaadh to transfer what was taught in the part two in the
previous year.

4.
The juz amma is taught side by side with the part two. This helps the

learners to constantly make revision of the rules taught and to
actually understand how it is being applied.

5.
The target in the first year of reciting Quraan (grade three) is one page

a week which is divided into 3 lines a day.

6.
The target in the second year of reciting Quraan (grade four) is a half-

page of sabaq daily with two and a half pages a week.

7.
The target in the third year of reciting Qur’an (grade five) is a page of

sabaq daily with a quarter of a juz completed every week.

8.
The target in the fourth, fifth and sixth year of reciting the Qur’an

(grade six, seven and eight) is a half a juz weekly which is two pages
daily.

9.
This tarteeb allows for the Ustadh to complete the khattam of

recitation by the end of the grade seven year.

10.
The sabaq is written on the board in different color markers. The hukm
of idghaam in one color , the hukm of ghunna etc. in different colors.

11.
Most importantly is for the learners and ustaadh to clearly mark the

hurooful istilaa and the madd asli.

12.
The Ustadh marks the rules on the board and the learners mark It in the

Qura’an.

13.

In teaching Qura’n the recitation of the Ustadh is key to implement the
ahkaam of tajweed. First the Ustadh explains the ahkaam and then

recites in a loud clear voice and the students recite aloud. This is for
fifteen minutes.

14.
Thereafter revision is done for 15 minutes, with one student reciting

and the remaining students repeating.

15.
Finally the Ustadh calls the students individually or in groups of two

for individual testing and marking of the sabaq.

CONSOLIDATION 
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Prospectus
Umm Abbad Academy Teaching Workshops 

We offer the following workshops that can be catered to the needs of your Madrassah or
organisation. 

 
1. The Intersection of Academia and Spirituality : The spiritual development of the teacher vs the

importance of Academic study and professionalism in teaching Deen. 
 

2. Using your voice effectively in a classroom as well as in Islamic public speaking. The importance
of tone, wording and choice of language as a teacher of Deen. 

 
3. Teaching Oral subjects with a lifetime connection to the words of Allah and His Rasul. & Learning
by Association - This workshop combats the repeated mistakes that children make constantly and is

common in every classroom. 
 

4. Effective board use and it's impact on memorization  & Incorrect techniques that hinder the
development of the learner in oral subjects 

 
5. Developing continuous learning - the intersection of subjects and grades as well as subjects. 

 
6. The growth mindframe in teaching Deen - focusing on the differences of each student and

developing the teacher to cater to the different spiritual needs of each learner. 
 

7. Teaching Qur'aan workshops : How to incorporate Tajweed and Tarteel with Tadabbur. Refocusing
the teaching of Qur'aan to bring forward the deeper connection found within the Qur'anic text. The

objective of this workshop is to equip the teacher to build the spirituality of her students in
changing her manner of recitation and to integrate tajweed with tarteel and then with tadabbur. 

 
8. Basic Teaching Workshops: 

* Teaching Qaida part One 
*Teaching Qaida Part Two 

* Teaching Tajweed and Qur'aan through games and symbols 
* Teaching Written Maktab Subjects effectively 

*Teaching Oral Maktab Subjects effectively


