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Part One: Introduction

CHANGING
MIND-SETS




Growing up in a home where a small business was an integral feature of our home cultivated within me an intense appreciation for hard work,
assisting the less fortutnate and understanding that no matter how big or small your business is, that you are endeavour to be true to the word

“Tujaar” as referenced in the hadith of Nabi
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“The entrepreneur that is camp/efeﬁ/ tmsﬁuorf/z)/ and exz‘remeé/ z‘mt‘/_zﬁ}/ will be with the prophefs, the fmf/ﬁ/ and the Martyrs on the Day of‘

Q[j/ama/z‘ 7

A Muslim female trader who incorporates the hustle of a successful business with the deep sense of spirituality that is imperative whilst navigating

the waters of the entrepreneurial world.

Our focus in part one is to understand that mind frames as well as the manner that we focus our thoughts and words have an overall impact on the

kind of ideology that is incorporated in our business spaces.
First and foremost, we must change our ideology of:
“I have to work because life is hard”
To
“Alhamdulillah. 1 am able to work, able to create workspaces Qf creativity and spiri‘ma[ity".

Gratitude is the key factor in rescinding ourselves frorn: “] run a small business’ to the sense qf‘ conﬁdence, pride, and integrity in running a

business that is a means of Khair, Barakah and Rizq for many people.

Let us take the examp[e @C Ummul Mwmineen Zainab Bint_]ahsh & In the spectrum of business, we have been given two ster[ing examp[es:
Khadija < was a successful businesswoman whilst Zainab < was a successful artisan selling her wares. Often we separate our Iman from our
business and we find that it is difficult to understand that being a business women has such rewards and ranks - if done according to the Sunnah. .
The reward mentioned in the above hadith -which will be discussed later in greater detail- is that those traders who are honest and trustworthy will

be raised on the Day of Qi_yarnan with the martyrs, the extrerne[y tmthﬁd ones and the Pious.

So let us dive into the life of Zainab bint Jahsh <. She was described in the following manner: She was extremely pious, she stood up excessively at

night in tahajjud, and she fasted consecutively and was famously known for the vast amounts of charity she distributed and was atways looking for

dilﬁ‘erent avenues of Khair. The fascinaﬁng fact of her [ife is that she was an artisan. Herjob was to tan the skin of animals and thereaﬁer sew them

up into dyferent items. Taking the proﬁ& from the trade she would give them away in the form of charity.

Famous[y Rasulullah £& said regarding her:

“Iy uﬂ}ai g B ngj..;\ ”

“The one with the [ongest hands amongst you, my wives, will be the quickest to meet me aﬁer my death.




She was the first to pass away after the death of the Holy Prophet # thus making the Sahaba ssrealise that the “longest hands” was a testament to

the constant charity that she gave
Aisha < describes her saying:

1 have never seen a woman better in her Deen than Zainab

More fearful of Allah.

More truthful in her speech.

More close in her relationship with family

One who gave so much in charity

More ruthless against her own nafs so that she was able to give so much of her wealth in charity and in so doing own gain

closeness to Allah.

To understand her intense love for charity, prior to her death she said: “ have prepared my own kaﬁa ) g(' Umar % sendsme a kafh give one of

them as sadaqah and gC you are able to, give my pants in charity as well.

In highlighting her life we need to understand that as Muslim Women, doing business is a beautiful way of gaining complete closeness to Allah by

creating avenues of so much khair:

Being able to give Sadaqah
Service to Your family
Job opportunities

Faci[itat'mg loans for those in need

Ttall begins with a shﬁ in mind ﬁ'ame, moving away ﬁ’om a sense of mar’cyrdom, the fee[ing of resentment we women sometimes fee[ when

working. The goal is to shiﬁ the intention and mind ﬁ'ame to one qf intense graﬁtude.
Shukr — Creates Ziyada (an increase)

Comp[aining — Brings the punishment of Allah.




Part Two:

Balancing
your Ibadah

and business




As a Muslim Businesswoman “At Taajirah”, it is imperative to understand the importance that we place in our personal ibadah in relation to our
business. Firsﬂy, we acknow[edge in tota[ity that when our business transactions fa[[s under the banner Qf the fo“owing ethics as laid out by Allah

I& and His Rasul £ It is in essence a form qf ibadah.

I91all- Extreme Truthfulness

oV -Extremely Trustworthy

Sgail-Fearful of Allah
Yaal |—Honesty

The focus will be to strive in creating business that reaches this level of Thadah. n the world that we cuwenﬂy inhabit our phones have become the

central point qf business transactions. In so do'mg there tends to be no cut (ﬁ point between our business [ife and our sph’ima[ [ife‘

The ws\o 5 2t “ Truthful business woman' is able to find a true balance between her dunyawi needs and necessities and her ukhrawi needs and

desires. The goal is being able to give each one its own right.

Allah Ta’ala speaks in high regard with praise for those who do not allow their business transactions or their selling to prevent them from the

remembrance of Allah.

Allah Ta’ala says:

1y i as s g o5 TS Sy s 8l T 55 2 5 V3 82 e T U,

37- )

Such men that do not allow business to take them away ﬁ'om the remembrance of Allah and the establishment @C Salaah , and giving Zakah. They

are fea}ﬁd of that Day when hearts and eyes will wrecked in fear.

“Here the word r.(.@L is used, meaning that your business does not take you away ﬁfom your Salah. Allah M& says it does not take you away ﬁ'om the
remembrance of Allah &’? Salah referenced here as we know that what when we begin with our work one of the ﬁrst things we tend to be

unmindfu[ about is our Salah.”

In the time (f the ho[y Prophet 4 there were two men, one of them was a vendor and would be busy in sales yetas he heard the Adhan, even fthe
scale to weigh the goods was in his hands, he would put it down and he would not comp[ete the transaction. ]fthe merchandise was on the ﬂoor, he
wouldn’t even pick itupas his focus was now comp[ete[y on the ﬁA[ﬁ[ment of the command of Allah 3% that is Salah. The second man was a
swordsmith, he was an artisan. As soon as the man heard the Adhan he would not comp[ete it even gc he had ab’eady p[aced it into the ﬁre —he

would remove it so that no work was done during the time of Salaah.
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“And there are others who traverse the earth seeking the ’oounty of Allah”




In this verse the fact that the search and effort for halal Rizq is mentioned by Allah together with fighting in the path of Allah which is the pinnacle
of ones faith highlights to us the importance of searching for avenues of obtaining halal Rizq as well as having taqwa within all our business

deaﬁngs.

Allah T2’ala provides a simp[e core princi]ole of [ife as a Taaj irah:

= Allah says:
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“Oh you who believe, do not let your wealth and children distract you ﬁ'om the remembrance of Allah”.

Mu'aadh bin Jabal (RA) has advised: “Without a doubt we have to earn our worldly Rizq, whilst the reality is that we are more in need of
our portion of the aakhira. Therffore ]oegin with your portion cf the akhirah ﬁrst and give it the utmost of importance, as it will impact

your worldly gains and also affect the way you run and systemise your business.

Allah says:

B e Jed 5 Y

“Don't forget that in your work of this dvmya it is imperative that there be a portion for the aakhirah because this world is the cu[tivat'mg lands of

the ['lereaﬁer".
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“Don'’t let the market places of this world prevent you from the market place of the Akirah.

= Umar (RA) used to advice the businessmen:
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“Dedicate the beginning of the day for your Akhirah and whatever is subsequent for your dunya”.




= lmam Ghazali (RA) says that the pious predecessors would make the first part of the day and the end of the day for the Akirah and the

middle for the dunya.

Further he says:

= Don't on[y suﬁ‘tce on this. In fact, make the dhikr of Allah @5 apart of your business and work.
=>  Most importantly when we use our phones we feel as if it is not an actual marketplace, yet the tests of shopping and desire for more is

often cultivated the most online. Nabi % said:
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“He who recites the above Dua when entering the market‘p[ace, Allah will grant him the reward of a million rewards.

lbn Umar (RA) & Salim (RA) would often go to the marketplace with no reason to purchase or sell but to recite this dua just to attain this reward.




Part Three:

Business
ethics as A

Taajirah




In a world where likes and marketing can mean everything to a small business, we must create a set of principles through which we deal with

buyers, sellers, suppliers as well trolls, especially those people who take out the worst in us.
Many a times we hear people saying, “1 don’t take nonsense” or “l say it like it is”.

The rea[ity is that a Mu'min is never a pushover, yet our beloved Prop het 4% has set out our ethics and determined that no matter who we are

dealing with, we must deal with them in a way that is pleasing to Allah and in a way that will not allow people to complain against us on the day of

Qiyamah.

Let us look at the core principles described in the Hadith:
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“The entrepreneur that is comp[ete[y tmstworthy and extreme[y tmthﬁd will be with the prophefs, the t'mthﬁd and the Martyrs on the Day of

anmah"’
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“Most certain[y Allah loves when a business transaction is ﬁ,{“ of lenience and understanding, when purchasing with lenience and undersbmding

and when somebody fugils their ovder with lenience and understanding."
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The holy propheti addressed a group of businessmen saying: “Oh group of businessmen”, so they responded to the prophet (SAW) and raised
their necks and eyes to him. He then said: “most cer’cain[y the business man/women will be raised on the day of anmah as transgressors (sinners)

except those who:

Fear Allah
Avre pious

Are tmthfu[
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Uthman ibn Aﬂan reported: The Messenger of Allahi, Ppeace and b[ess'mgs be upon him, said, “Allah Almighty will admit a man into Paradise who

was easy in his buying and seﬂ'mg, in his paying debts and seek'mg repayments.”

The businesswoman At Taaj irah stands fov :

Pearful of Allah — (&5 = &

Trustworthy — dixel =I

Courageous — 839> =z

Merciful — dox>y = 4

Repentant- 456 = &

Tmam %rmbi e saYS that Allah 3& has made the rank of the rmg'ahid and the ones who strive to earn halal Rizq to spend on himse[fand his

fami[y equa[. This high[ighfs the extreme level of tagwa one has to have in business dea[ings.

The Basic Core Ethics of a Muslim Trader Ave:

Trustworthiness
Extremely truthful
Lenient & understanding
Fearful of Allsh

Pious

Courageous

A[ways asking Allah for Taubah.

Other exh‘eme[y important qua[ities are:

. Beneﬁcence — Concern for weU—being and safe@/ of clients
¢ Non—ma[eﬁcence — Reﬁain ﬁ‘om causing intentional harm

* Conﬁdenﬁa[ity — Respect client’s rights and opinions




¢ Social Justice — provide service in a fair and equitable manner
¢ Veracity — Truthfulness

¢ Fide[ity — [oya[ty

Ethics specﬁc to the online world:
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The Prophet (%) said: Meetings are conﬁdenﬁa[ except three: those for the purpose of shedding blood unlawﬂ[[y, or committing
fornication, or acquiring property unjustly.
Based on this hadith, scholars say recording a private conversation, screen grabbing private messages or forwarding prices to other
businesses of the same merchandise with the intention of undercutting prices etc. are against the nature of this Hadith.
¢ Treat every individual as a separate, sometimes we get so many messages that we Yespond in anger to one

unsuspecting person because we are aggravated.
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The Messenger of Allah (%) said:

Allah Most Clearly states 1 am the third (person) in any transaction between two people so long as they do not deceive each other. When

one of them deceives the other, 1 remove Myse[fﬁrom their transaction.

Understand that in every direct message, every like, shares and private conversations- Allah is the third party, so [ong as there is no

deception.

Try not to look at what other people are doing online. Sometimes unconsciously we see ideas and then forget
and incorporate those ideas into our own work. Be mindful that people have worked hard to earn their Rizq.
They have put in their time and effort ,try to focus your mind and energy into creating work that is pleasing to

Allah and is a reflection of who you are as a person.




Part Four:

Understanding
Barakah and

how to gain it
In your
business




The concept of Barakah is one that defies logic. We constantly ask for Barakah and repeat it so often without fully comprehending the full weight of

this gift from Allahi%. Daily we repeat the Dua for Barakah.

Tn our salaam we say: &y 41l 4, Sl ML
Inour Salahwe say: a2 J1 ey a2 o B)k 4l

In our Dua in Qiyaam we say: cas | J 2k

At the time of marriage we say: A&(}&f)@ﬂ\g [PIRERS

n each day we are ask'mg for Barakah. Barakah in our homes ,in our Rizq ,in marriage and even barakah upon the Ho[y Prophet (%) and His

fami[y.

In essence the root of Barakah is to become steadfast, firm and to be consistent and have stability. In itself Barakah is growth, an increase and a lot

of Khair.

When we speak about Barakah we have to understand that every part of it comes from Allah 3% because Allah himself is the most blessed and

evevything that is attached to Allahi¥& therefore becomes Mubarak.

His kalam is Mubarak

His Prophets are Mubarak

The Muw'min then becomes blessed when he benefits others.
His Sacred House is Mubarak.

Mas;j idul Agsa s Mubarak.

Allah Ta’ala has made some of his creation Mubarak. Allah gives them the abi[ity to do a lot @C Khair and Allah makes their e]ffect on others a great

one. Aﬂahﬂ% allows peop[e to beneftt ﬁrom that person.
Barakah is a favour ﬁrom Allah ;@é that comes onto man in unexp[ainab[e ways and you will not be able to understand the increase
Barakah is a giﬁ ﬁ'om Allah Ta’ala that supersedes phys ical means and the [ogic that we compvehend.

When Allah & grants Barakah in life, he allows one to spend it in His Obedience or a short lifespan but innumerable amount of good
in a few years.

When Allah $& grants Barakah in health, He protects it so that the person is able to do more Khair.

When Allah ;@é grants Barakah in wealth, he does not increase the amount but allows for growth and increase the means of good that it
is used in and grants the Pperson of wealth the abi[ity to spend it in acts of goodness and in many the avenues of obedience to A[[ahﬂ%.

When Allah 3& grants Barakah in children, He himself grants them their piety, their guidance and he makes them pious.




= When Allah 3& Grants Barakah in spouses, he makes them the coolness of the eyes qf‘ each other.
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1bn Qayyim (RA) says:

“Any and everything that is nofdone so[ely for Allah, the Barakah is removed, this is because Allah has made Barakah within himse[fand every type

Qf‘ Barakah comes ﬁ'om him”.

Allah Ta’ala says:
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Most Certainly when 1 am obeyed 1 am Pleased

And when 1 am p[eased 1 send Barakah

And there is no end to my barakah
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Two people who are conducting business have the choice in their transaction as long as they have not separated. So, if they are truthful and deal
with c[arity, Allah 3& places barakah for them in their transaction, but fthey lie and conceal some part of the transaction- Allah Comp[ete[y

removes the barakah ﬁfom their transaction.




Part Five:

Actions that
bring barakah

Into your
business




As a Taaj irah some actions remove the Barakah, and some will grant Barakah in ways that you cannot comprehend.
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A[ways ]oegin with Bismillah and Alhumdulilah for any action, small or foig without the name of Allah is depvived Qf‘ beneﬁt

Obedience to Allah 3& in your business %ﬁ'airs makes him happy, when Allah 3 is happy with you he grants you Barakah.

Your intention of doing business , decoraﬁng cakes, cutting material etc. always make your intention that your business is of

benefit and service to mankind.

Tmﬂaﬁdness and c[arity in business leads to Barakah. Lies and concealment removes Barakah.

Wake up early. Nabi (ﬁff’) specifically asked Allah Ta’aalah to place barakah in the early part of the day. He made dua
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Nabi () would always send out armies, delegations and business dealings early in the morning. And they found that their

business transactions would be much more blessed.

Constant graﬁtude for your business, for the tools to make your business grow for social media market'mg that allows for

mavginal ease (gf business.

]sﬁghfav — Creates Barakah in wealth, children and property.

Dua — Ask for Barakah in your time, Barakah in your wealth & health

Quran - “This Quran is a reminder full of Barakah that we have revealed”. Simply reciting the Quran daily affects your day to day

dea[ings, your pvoducﬁvity levels and your time.

Halal income — Fundamental to achieving Barakah and saﬁsfaction.
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